Healthy Youth, Vital Communities

Resources for Program Planning

2003

The Tompkins County Youth Services Department is offering the following resources to enable applicants for funding in 2004 to:


· Align proposed programs with the County’s Healthy Youth, Vital Communities planning initiative 

· Learn more about the social development strategy and risk-focused prevention framework that have informed the planning process

· Focus proposed youth development services on the populations most in need 

· Select service methods and program designs grounded in science-based best practices in youth development and delinquency and risk reduction

· Development the specific knowledge, skills, and attitudes that the Youth Service Board and Department are seeking to develop by contracting with qualified agencies

Assessment of data for collaborative planning- this is an introduction to our planning process, the data collection undertaken in 2002-2003, and a preliminary assessment of key themes that have emerged to date

Social Development Strategy- an overview of Hawkins and Catalano’s approach to prevention science that briefly describes the links between their research on risk and protective factors and effective prevention programs

Selected indicator and opinion data- 

· a quick reference guide to key demographic and indicator data (abstracted from several more detailed reports)
· an analysis of selected indicator data available by community
· Summary of opinions of 103 community leaders from six local forums
· Summary of 101 responses to the Agency and School Survey
Best practice starter kit- a brief summary of the findings of several key youth development studies; an overview of best practices as validated by Hawkins and Catalano’s Communities that Care research; and features of effective youth development programs as synthesized by the National Academy of Sciences.

Youth development skill sets- as synthesized by National Academy of Science, SCANS skills for work place know-how, and the Search Institute’s 40 developmental assets

Helpful websites to check out for more research and best practices

http://www.human.cornell.edu/ACTforyouth/ - this website at Cornell University has lots of links to adolescent research, best practices, model programs

http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/ Federal Office of Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention resources

http://modelprograms.samhsa.gov/  programs to reduce substance abuse & other risk behaviors
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