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Economic Security

· The number of children living in poverty and receiving free or reduced lunches is increasing countywide.  The largest increases in free/reduced lunch enrollment were in Trumansburg, Newfield, Lansing, and Groton. There were slight declines in Ithaca and Dryden.

Physical and Emotional Health
· Teen pregnancies and births have declined significantly over the past 15 years.

· There was been a dramatic increase in Chlamydial Infections 1999-2003.

· 57% of Ithaca High seniors had used alcohol in the previous month when surveyed in 2005.

· 33% of ICSD 8th graders used alcohol within the last month before the 2005 survey.  10% had smoked and 16% had used marijuana.

Education
· Drop out rates increased in 2003 after new Regents requirement were implemented in 2002,  reversing a 10 year decline in the drop out rate.

· There is a ~20% difference between the percentage of students from economically disadvantaged families that meet state standards and those not disadvantaged. The Ithaca District first Equity Report Card documents the disparities in their district by race and income.

· School suspension rates are increasing through 2003 as schools struggle to deal with increasingly challenging behaviors of their students.

· 4th graders performed better in all school schools in 2004 as compared with 2000.

· Performance of 8th graders improved in most schools but a smaller degree.

· 85% of Ithaca students “mostly or always“ felt safe at school in Spring 2005; however, 26% had been physically bullied at least a few times.

Citizenship
· While state and local efforts to divert PINS petitions from the Courts are showing success, the number of Juvenile Delinquent petitions is increasing.

· Over 100 young people between the ages of 16-18 are admitted to the Tompkins County jail annually.

· Youth who needed to be detained to assure they appear in court and do not commit other offenses, spent 37% fewer days in 2005 as compared to 2003 due to DSS efforts to provide alternatives.
· African American youth are over-represented in child welfare and juvenile justice systems compared to their share of the youth population. 

· 20% of Ithaca School District students in grades 6-12 spent 3 or more hours/week volunteering and more than 30% were engaged in positive, structured activities.

· 25% of Ithaca students did not feel respected by others different from themselves in the community in 2005.

Family

· 24% of all Ithaca School District students got the alcohol they drank from their homes with their parents’ knowledge.  43% reported getting alcohol from their homes without their parents knowledge.  

· The number of Child Abuse Hotline calls decreased from 835 in 2002 to 654 in 2005.

· About 25% of all reports of abuse and neglect are substantiated after an investigation.

· 187 children are receiving preventive services designed to help them safely remain at home.

· The number of children admitted to foster care for their own protection or to protect their families decreased 10% from 82 in 2002 to 74 in 2005.

· There is a shortage of child care slots for pre-schoolers, elementary and middle school children.

· A minimum of 100-200 young people need emergency or short term shelter and assistance transitioning to adulthood every year.

Community

· ~18% of Ithaca School District students in grades 6-12 did not have a trusted adult outside of school who they felt could help them solve problems.  If that is true in other districts, over 1,000 children countywide need trusted adults or mentors in their lives.

· Over 500 children were served by mentoring programs in 2006; however, close to 200 more who wanted service were unserved due to limited capacity.  Wait lists tends to discourage requests for service. This means the demand is even greater; closer to 500 more based on estimates above.
· 20% of Ithaca School District students spent 3 or more hours/week volunteering in 2005.

· The number of County-supported youth programs has decreased from 21 to 12 since 2000 and the number of youth participating in monitored programs has declined by nearly 1,000 or 35 % in ’06.
Other emerging trends:

School enrollments are beginning to decline and the youth population projection for 2004 showed a 9% decrease in the number of youth under 18.

Youth violence is perceived to be a growing concern.  Evidence of gang symbols has now appeared in Groton, Lansing, and Dryden as well as in Ithaca schools.

The academic equity gap & diversity are of growing concern to many in schools and in the County.

School staff continue to cite increasing mental health needs of students that exceed the time available from schools.  The Health Department’s program for Children with Special Needs sees an increase in children with complex, long term special needs.

Young people tell us there are too few drug/alcohol free activities available nights & weekends.

The labor market will be tightening as baby boomers retire. Employers are demanding well-prepared young workers.  The minimum wage increases may make it more difficult for inexperienced teens to get the unsubsidized work experience they need to develop skills. 

Young people are willing to take leadership but need support and opportunities to contribute.
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