Tompkins County Youth Bureau ~ Healthy Youth, Vital Communities

Summary from 6 Community Forums, December, 2002

This tally includes surveys done in Groton, Lansing, Dryden, Trumansburg/Ulysses, Newfield and Inner Ring (Caroline, Danby, Enfield, T. Ithaca, V. Lansing, V. Cayuga Heights)

103 Community Surveys were completed and returned.  

Community Strengths promoting healthy youth development
# 
Community Challenges 

facing children and families
#

School involvement
81
Lack of part time youth jobs
54

After school activities
74
Family conflict
52

Community group involvement
60
Gap between rich & poor
46

Family togetherness
55
Transportation
43

Recreation
55
Violence/bullying
41

Religious involvement
43
Alcohol
38

Safety
38
Mental health
33

Youth employment opportunities
34
School drop out
32

Supportive businesses
31
Lack good adult jobs
31

Supportive relatives
31
Nutrition/exercise
31

Neighborhood involvement
26
Child care
31

Supportive police dept.
20
Delinquency/PINS
29

Free of alcohol, tobacco, drugs
20
School transitions
24

Child care
18
Safety
19

Nutrition/exercise
13
Few opportunities to participate
19

Transportation
10
Vocational training
18

Housing
9
Racism
15



Child abuse
15



Teen pregnancy
15



Running away
10



Homelessness/couch surfing
9

Perceived barriers to youth and families receiving needed services

Not aware of existing services
86
Rules/eligibility exclude people
12

Transportation
63
Agency not open at convenient time
12

Agency too far from homes
42
High fees
10

Day care not available
23
Other:  pride, stigma, not cool
4

Programs don’t provide clear info
13
Staff are rude/insensitive
3

Programs not offered @ good times
13
Staff don’t speak language
2

Waiting lists too long
12
Staff don’t listen
1

People representing these groups attended the forums:

Parents/grandparents
Child care providers
Health care providers
Police/fire depts.

Teens
Business people
Elected/Appointed officials
Volunteers

Agency staff
Service organizations
Youth program staff


Clergy/church boards
School staff
Coaches/Sports/Recreation
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