DEVELOPMENT FOCUS AREAS STRATEGY

The Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan (2004) [http://www.tompkins-co.org/planning/compplan/index.htm] included a set of principles and policies concerning future development in the County. These dealt with transportation, housing, and jobs; the environment; and neighborhoods and communities. Although the Comprehensive Plan did not deal directly with land use, it recommended a pattern of nodal development that would generally shift future development away from suburban and rural areas and into the city, villages, hamlets, and similar areas.

As part of its analysis of natural resources, the County Comprehensive Plan identified Natural Features Focus Areas and Agricultural Resource Focus Areas. These Focus Areas have been the subject of more detailed plans in the Tompkins County Conservation Plan: Part I: A Strategic Approach to Natural Resource Stewardship (2007) [http://www.tompkins-co.org/planning/nri/nri.htm] and Part II: A Strategic Approach to Agricultural Resource Stewardship (2010) [http://www.tompkins-co.org/planning/Rural%20Resources/ARFAPlan.htm].

Similarly, the County Planning Department has begun work on developing an approach for Development Focus Areas. The Development Focus Area Strategy will present an analysis of established Development Focus Areas (the urban center, the villages, and rural hamlets) and assess emerging Development Focus Areas, those places where private investment in housing, jobs and services and public investment in transportation and infrastructure have already provided the basis for additional development.

The development focus area concept is derived from the pattern of development in the traditional villages we find in the community. They are mixed-use pedestrian-oriented areas that include places to live, places to work, and places to shop and get other services. They are of limited land area and have available public water, public sewer, and transit service.

There are several benefits offered by developing in this pattern. The use of cars is decreased as people can more easily walk, bike, or take a bus to work or to go shopping. When car trips are required they are generally shorter and, thus, less energy consuming and polluting. By concentrating residential development into small areas, the vitality of small neighborhood businesses is increased. Denser development patterns reduce the cost of infrastructure such as streets, water and sewer lines and telecommunications and also increase the opportunities for more interaction among neighbors. And less development in the rural areas protects the environment, preserves open spaces, avoids land use conflicts with agriculture and maintains the rural character of our towns.

On June 14, 2010, the Tompkins County Planning Department will be holding a public meeting to open a discussion on this topic. The Department will present information on the existing and emerging Development Focus Areas, including information on housing, jobs, and services; and on the capacity of public infrastructure. Participants in the meeting will have the opportunity to ask questions, share ideas and concerns, and discuss development focus areas with other community members as well as planning staff. 
If you can’t make it to the meeting, the presentation materials will be posted here by June 21st along with a summary of the discussion that occurred.

