
July 16, 2007      Meeting Minutes
Members Present (21):  John Andersson (Associate), Ed Bugliosi, Liz Cameron, Jim Dennis, Barry Goodrich, Kate Hackett, Roxy Johnston, Dan Karig, Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Darby Kiley, Todd Miller (Ex-Officio), Frank Proto, Nick Schipanski, Tania Schusler, Craig Schutt, Bud Shattuck, Mary Shelley, Paul Tunison, Cathy Valentino, Linda Wagenet (Associate), Roger Yonkin

Members Absent (3):  Dan Dostie (Ex-Officio), Ted Hullar, Dan Konowalow

Staff Present (1):  Kathy Wilsea (T C Planning Dept.) 

Guests Present (5): Robert Gugliuzzo (Finger Lakes Institute), Katherine Lee (Intern, City of Ithaca), Sarah Meyer (FLI), Kerry O’Neill, Kirby Rootes-Murdy (FLI)  
Chair Frank Proto called the meeting to order at 4:21 PM.  

Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes – Linda Wagenet requested a few minutes at the end of the meeting.  Two changes were made to the draft minutes.  The amended minutes of June 18th  were moved by Jim Dennis, seconded by Roxy Johnston and passed by voice vote.  Visitors from the Finger Lakes Institute introduced themselves.

Chair’s Report – Frank reported that discussions continue with the Planning Department and PDEQ concerning staff support.  A letter from the Town of Ithaca on their proposed dock ordinance was turned over to the Cayuga Lake Recreation Committee.  Membership recruitment is coming up, and Frank read a list of seats that will be expiring at the end of 2007 and mentioned that members in those seats will receive letters inviting them to sign up again.  Dan Karig moved to skip the August meeting, which was seconded by Nick Schipanski and passed by unanimous voice vote.  

Coordinator’s Report – Kate Hackett reported that she, Scott Doyle and Craig Schutt attended the kick-off meeting of the Susquehanna Action Plan.  There was much emphasis on stream buffers and wetland protections.  Flood Hazard Mitigation Program will be the topic of discussion and action at PDEQ and the County Legislature on 7/17.  It’s time to think of the Lake Source Cooling SPDES permit and organize a committee to draft comments to DEC.  The updated brochures from the Recreation Committee will go to the printer this week.  A stakeholders meeting will be held in Caroline on 7/17 on the Barrile streambank stabilization project.  Dan Karig is involved with work on the Six Mile Creek technical report, and a public meeting on that will be held 7/26 at Six Mile Creek Winery.  A third new staff person will begin at Tompkins County Planning on 8/1, and a work program is being developed to best use the different skills of the workers.  WRC contact will be Kathy Wilsea until further notice.  Kate spoke of the impact WRC has had on her personally and professionally, and said the commitment of members shows in this respected group. 

Committee Reports –  Aquifer:  Todd Miller said letters went out to water purveyors with a report of the 2005 survey.  They are examining their new charge in the work plan.  Lyle Raymond has found an article on lot size recommendations for septic systems based on soil types and recharge rates.  The Health Department has some criteria in place.  A problem is that the recommended lot size is contrary to nodal development and efficient services models.  Lyle was recommended as a speaker for WRC.  Cayuga Lake Recreation:  Dan Karig said a new issue that has come up is the need for signage for the speed limit in the Inlet.  They are still working on a car-top boat launch area at the Farmers Market.  Dragon boat races were held last weekend in the Flood Control Channel.  Dredging:  Dan Karig expects the EcoLogic meeting to occur 7/31. Education:  Tania Schusler announced we have been invited to participate in the Network’s Lakefest at Cass Park on 8/18.  Our exhibit will be updated with two general panels and one panel of current issues.  Information on WRC and applications for membership will be made available.  Nominating/ Membership:  Dooley asked if the committee should have a role in recommending changes for long term vacancies.  There were suggestions of changing seat designations to other interest groups or having vacancies default to opportunities for one-year at-large appointments.  Ithaca Forward will be added to the recruiting contacts. Wetlands:  Nick Schipanski announced their survey should be finished in 2 to 3 weeks.  It looks like half of our wetlands fall under federal regulations.  20 to 30% are isolated and won’t be regulated.  The other 20 to 30% are unclear right now, but Nick expects 15 to 30% to drop out of regulated designations.  Frank asked about the status of municipal stormwater regulations and members said Caroline’s has been approved, will be reviewed by NYS, then they will begin enforcement; Dryden’s is almost ready; Lansing’s was already passed; and Town of Ithaca is not final yet.    

Update on WRC/CU Cayuga Lake Monitoring Partnership Efforts – Roxy Johnston reported there has been no concrete progress since last month.  Katherine Lee, intern for the City, is leading with administration, research, and coordination.  Parties will meet on 7/23 with DEC, and WRC is organizing questions to send to DEC before the meeting.  Linda Wagenet voiced frustration and said quicker decisionmaking by DEC could allow CU and WRC to move forward.  Kate Hackett said right now Cornell is paying for testing under the SPDES permit and the CU/WRC monitoring plan proposal.  An email from Pam Mackesey with an attached letter from Herb Engman was sent to WRC members today, and paper copies were available.  Pam and Herb do not want any LSC monitoring sites dropped.  Cathy Valentino said the report of the Town of Ithaca consultant is available from Town Hall or the Planning Department, and the consultant recommended discontinuing sites 2 and 6 from the SPDES testing requirements.  Roxy said the committee tweaked the draft Monitoring Plan following comments at the public meetings, at least one of which was attended by Herb.  She and Kate pointed out the site ID numbers differ on the two maps that were handed out (LSC SPDES and Monitoring Plan).  Roxy related that as the Ithaca Waste Water Treatment Plant decreases its phosphorus discharges, LSC’s phosphorus becomes a larger percentage of the remainder.  Increases in soluble reactive phosphorus are evident regionally, especially in lakes Ontario and Erie.  Testing for pathogens is not part of LSC permit now.  There were some suggestions on using tests to document circulation patterns.  The fall IO Forum will have some discussion on circulation patterns.  Steve Penningroth said the Youth Partnerships are going on the Floating Classroom and will test LSC and sewage treatment plants’ outfall points.  They see large discrepancies between inside testing and outfall testing.  He sees no post-storm event monitoring in the plan, and would prefer more monitoring sites.  Comments for discussion at the DEC meeting should be submitted promptly to Roxy.  Roxy reminded members that if there are no comments, the committee presumes they have support.  Kate said this effort started at a time when CU was willing to re-allocate funds to a community-driven effort.  The joint committee still hasn’t identified the top 5 efforts preferred, in part because they haven’t had concrete suggestions in public comments.  The joint group has established a regular meeting time of the first Wednesday of each month at 9 AM in the Old Jail Conference Room.  Roger Yonkin wanted to make sure his prior comments were taken into consideration on Seneca Lake flowing into Cayuga Lake during times of high water and changing circulation.  Roxy recapped the upcoming steps:  7/23 meeting with DEC; 8/1 meeting of partnership; review of public meeting information; IO Forum; perhaps a late August news article; and CU submittal of LSC SPDES permit application to DEC in September.  Katherine Lee said a “Love Your Lake” program is under discussion.  Frank asked for a presentation at a WRC meeting or a special meeting following the September meetings, as WRC needs to prepare comments to DEC.  

Announcements/Other Business – Frank said he and Tim Joseph attended a Governor’s Conference and met with DOT and DEC representatives.  Owasco Lake was mentioned, and the DEC rep was very interested in actions to improve the water quality there.  Linda Wagenet presented Kate Hackett with a gift and a folder of parting comments from WRC members.

Adjournment -- The meeting was adjourned at 6:02 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Planning Department Secretary

Adopted by the Council on September 17, 2007.
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