PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD

Wednesday, June 27, 2007

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

615 WILLOW AVENUE

MINUTES
Members Present -- Dick Coogan, Fernando de Aragon, Betty Falcao, Dave Herrick, Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Gay Nicholson, Martha Robertson, John Spence, Michael Stamm, Andy Zepp

Members Excused --  Rick Couture, John Gutenberger, Dan Krall, Scott Whitham, Fred Wilcox
Members Absent -- Monika Roth

Others Present –Crystal Buck (Planning Department), Scott Doyle (TCPD), Nelly Farnum (Caroline Town Board), Joan Jurkowich (TCPD), Ed Marx (Commissioner of Planning & PW), Kathy Wilsea (TCPD)

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 9:03 AM by the Chair, Dick Coogan.  

Natural Features Focus Areas Update:  Tompkins County Conservation Plan – A Strategic Approach to Natural Resource Stewardship – Crystal Buck made a presentation on the draft Plan.  Many people were brought together to plan conservation through ten public meetings and staff meetings with partner agencies.  Postcards were used for targeted mailings, and media coverage helped involve the public.  At the public meetings, staff from the Planning Department provided information and asked attendees to share knowledge and provide comments.  Agency partners were also invited to put up displays at the public meetings, and they reviewed materials and provided comments.  The Comprehensive Plan identified 14 focus areas.  Primary benefits are identified on page 2.  Much comment was made at the public meetings on scenic views and tranquility.  Many attendees pointed out the lack of comprehensive information on outdoor recreation and lake access.  In the Plan, 35 priority actions are planned over five years, which will bolster and coordinate existing efforts. Staff is working with conservation partner agencies that have agreed to the actions.  High priority items include: 

· examining the feasibility of establishing a forestry district, 

· identifying hunters for private land, 

· finding parking areas for fishing access, 

· providing information on techniques for controlling water-borne bacteria from geese and other wildlife, 

· providing maps and educational signage in State Parks, 

· mapping small wetlands and vernal pools, 

· developing and distributing a list of popular landscaping plants and appropriate native species for replacing them, 

· inventorying high priority areas for invasive species watch and providing technical assistance to municipalities on invasive species, and 

· continuing the dialog of the conservation partners twice a year. 

Through these combined efforts, staff hopes to increase protected forests and natural areas from 13% of County land to 20%.  

In discussion with members, Ed Marx said neighboring counties are not often working on open space preservation, and NYS is a better partner right now.  This Plan was developed to stand on its own.  While the County can support and help, the Planning Department cannot assert the goals of the Plan in a community.  Martha Robertson suggested providing the action items sorted by the partner agencies that will be working on them.  Andy Zepp suggested adding Natural Features to the title, since this Plan does not address agriculture, or in some way link it to the Ag Plan or refer to the similarities and differences.  Relationships with municipalities could be more explicit.  Andy also pointed out that protection is expensive, and not well funded.  Interim steps for tackling funding could be added.  Crystal said the implementation will mention the Ag Plan, but it is not in this draft edition.  Also not in this draft edition is an added priority action regarding identifying and enhancing resources.  Staff struggled with the title, and the subtitle will be changed to include “focus areas”.  Gay Nicholson concurred that protection is expensive, and said this is an opportunity to lay groundwork for protection, especially for water resources.  Ed Marx pointed out there currently is work going on with grant funds to protect riparian buffers.  In many instances, proper regulations can eliminate the need for future purchases.  Dick Coogan mentioned that Ulysses has stream buffers established, but it virtually is telling people they cannot build along the lake with the numerous streams.  Martha Robertson wondered if the goal of 20% protected land opposes the goals of the Housing Strategy, but Ed said there is still plenty of land suitable for housing.  We can balance these and protect agriculture, too.  Progress will be announced in the Planning Department Annual Report.  One example of a positive model is a development proposal that has housing and protection of land by donation to the Black Diamond Trail.  There was discussion on building public awareness and protecting confidentiality of information for private property.  Ed feels the best way to proceed is to publicize our successes and hope they become models.  The partnering agencies will share information on appropriate lands that become available.  There is a benefit to having the Plan in place and lead agencies identified.  Andy Zepp said the Land Trust bought land on Canandaigua Lake that the State intends to acquire.  They are merely filling the funding gap, but can’t afford to do this for many properties simultaneously.  Many landowners don’t have time to wait for cashout, and thus the property goes on the market.  Michael Stamm said TCAD has done similar temporary financing for businesses awaiting money from the State.  Dave Herrick said municipalities are the first line of contact for eligible properties, and Crystal said all municipalities were involved in the Conservation Plan development.  Joan suggested that the 2009 Comprehensive Plan update can show agriculture, energy, and focus areas and how they fit together.  

Approval of Minutes – the draft minutes of 4/25 were moved by Andy Zepp and seconded by Fernando de Aragon.  With two changes, they were accepted by voice vote.

Next Meeting – The next meeting will be August 22.

Announcements – Andy Zepp said the Land Trust is wrapping up a year-long study of the Owasco Inlet flats.  They endorsed a plan developed by Cayuga County Planning Department and Cayuga County Soil & Water District. 

Commissioner’s Report – Ed introduced Scott Doyle, a new TCPD Senior Planner.  Leslie Schill will begin as a Senior Planner in August, which will put the department back at full staff.  The County Legislature has supported a goal of 2% tax levy increase.  Ed expects some overall operations impairment.  The Legislature endorsed the Housing Strategy, which will go to City Council and Ithaca Town Board soon.  Some revisions were made after PAB reviewed it, and Ed will get the final version to PAB members.  Dooley Kiefer said she hoped one of the new staff members has specific skills and interest in the Cayuga Lake Monitoring Plan being developed by Cornell University and the Water Resources Council.  Ed and Joan said staff was selected for overall skills, and the project will be assigned to one of them.  

Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 10:25 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Minutes adopted by PAB on January 23, 2008.
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