
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
 

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

FEBRUARY 5, 2008        5:15 P.M.       LEGISLATIVE CHAMBERS 
 

Present:  G. Stevenson, Chair; M. Hattery P. Mackesey; M. Sigler; D. Kiefer 
Staff:       C. Covert, Clerk of the Legislature 
 
Call to Order 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 5:20 p.m. 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  15 - DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO AUTHORIZE CERTAIN TAX 

REFUNDS AND CREDITS OF $2,500 AND UNDER 
 
It was MOVED by Ms. Kiefer, seconded by Ms. Mackesey, to recommend adoption of the 

following resolution to the full Legislature.  It was noted the resolution is the same dollar amount as 
previous years’ resolutions.   

 
A voice vote on the resolution resulted as follows:  Ayes – 5, Noes – 0.  RESOLUTION 

ADOPTED. 
 
WHEREAS, Section 554 of the Real Property Tax Law authorizes a tax-levying body to delegate 

the correction of tax rolls due to a clerical error, an error in essential fact, or an unlawful entry (an 
unlawful entry is any information on the tax roll that violates the Real Property Tax Law), and 
 WHEREAS, Section 556 of the Real Property Tax Law authorizes a tax-levying body to delegate 
the payment of tax refunds due to a clerical error, an error in essential fact, or an unlawful entry, and 
 WHEREAS, it is the opinion of the Government Operations Committee, that such delegation 
would be more efficient in processing said refunds and therefore beneficial to the taxpayer, now therefore 
be it 
 RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Government Operations Committee, That the County 
Director of Assessment shall transmit corrections and/or refund recommendations to the County 
Administrator, 
 RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator is hereby authorized to allow payments of 
bills where recommended refund or credit is $2,500 or less, without prior audit by the tax-levying body, 
in compliance with Paragraph 9 (a), (c) of Section 554, and Paragraph 8 (a), (c), (d), and Paragraph 9 and 
10 of Section 556 of the Real Property Tax Law, 
 RESOLVED, further, That any refund or credit over $2,500 must be approved by the Tompkins 
County Legislature pursuant to Paragraphs 8 (a), 9, and 10 of Section 566 of the Real Property Tax Law, 
except for refunds amounting over $2,500 as a result of Real Property Tax Law Article 7 litigation 
ordered by the New York State Supreme Court, 
 RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator shall transmit on or before the 15th day of 
each month a report to the Tompkins County Legislature of all the corrections and refunds processed,  
 RESOLVED, further, That this resolution shall only be in effect during the calendar year 2008. 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Adjournment 
    
 The meeting adjourned at 5:21 p.m. 
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