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CONTEXT

Join the Curb Your Car Community

Despite the need for much more to be
done, Ithaca has a strong history of support
for sustainable transportation. The vibrant
and successful Ithaca Commons has been in
place in the core of the city for thirty years.
The Cayuga Waterfront Trail has begun to
take shape along the Cayuga Lake waterfront.
TCAT bus service is remarkable for a city our
size and you can take your bike on any bus.
Our city neighborhoods boast a network
of walkable streets. City design guidelines
require osmart growthé attributes in much new
development. Recycle Ithacais Bicycles (RIBs)
volunteers continue fixing bikes to get them
back in safe use.

The Curb Your Car Coalition is a loose
network of interested community members
and professionals in transportation-related
areas, many of whom have been instrumental

Curb Your Car
Coalition

works toward
sensible and appropriate
transportation options
to reduce car use

We seek
environmental, health and safety,
social and economic benefits for
Tompkins County through education,
planning, policy and implementation.

Our common interests are

A Helping overcome obstacles to
using alternative transportation modes
A Promoting walkable and bikable
communities

A Moving people out of their
automobiles for health and
environmental benefits

A Promoting community and
connectedness

A Providing education & experience
A Addressing safety issues

in the above initiatives. CYCCers continue
to work for improvement to our sustainable
transportation options, as we recognize that
all of these changes mean transportation
with a more positive net effect on the local
and regional community and the global
environment. As a group, CYCC has become
a presence in the lthaca Festival Parade, and
has promoted a springtime Curb Your Car

... transportation with a
more positive net effect
on the local and regional

community and the
global environment.

week that gathers events from various
groups into a weeklong 0Community
Conversation on Transportation.0 CYCC
supports the work of others, including the
Cityls Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Council,
the Finger Lakes Cycling Club, TCAT, the
IthacadTompkins County Transportation
Council (a governmental agency),
Sustainable  Tompkins, municipalities,
and other individuals and groups who
have made a variety of contributions to
sustainable transportation.

One of CYCCis focuses is encouraging
collaboration and synergy among these
efforts with a sustained presence in
the community supporting appropriate
transportation options.  Please consider
joining us in whatever capacity you can.

An Expensive Love Affair

High gas prices are only part of the picture
Using your car probably costs more than you think

Did you know that the average family
spends 15% to 20% of its income on
automobile ownership and operation? Thatis
close to two months of work each year. You
can determine how much you spend on car
ownership by using the chart on p. 4 of this
newsletter. The true costs of driving are far
greater than the price paid by individual
drivers. Understanding these costs can help
you make more informed consumer choices.

Individual costs include: car ownership
and depreciation, repair, insurance, parking,
and travel time.

Government  costs include:  road
expenditures, highway patrol, traffic court,
emergency services, and other costs that are
not fully covered by the gasoline taxes we
pay at the pump.

Social costs include: air, noise and water
pollution, climate change, dependence on
foreign oil supplies, car crashes, productivity
losses due to congestion, and other costs that
are borne by society as a whole.

Cars have a rightful place in our
transportation system, but elevating the auto

Cars have a place in a
diverse mix of
transportation options.

above all other transportation modes harms
our environment and our communities. We
need to work together-not for or against
cars-but for a diverse mix of transportation
options. Then we wonit have to drive as
much, and many of us will be able to give
up our cars altogether, saving money and
protecting our environment.

Article reprinted from the Bicycle Transportation
Alliance website <www.bta4bikes.org=>.

See Calculate Your Annual Car Costs on p. 4.

NEWS BRIEFS on p. 2

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOLS
onp.3






