


TOWN OF NEWFIELD 
�e Town of New�eld occupies the southwestern corner of 
Tompkins County. It was the last town in the county to be 
settled, starting in 1800, hence its name. �e most forested of 
the towns, it features beautiful rolling hills (including the 
county�s highest elevation on Connecticut Hill) and several 
streams that empty into the Cayuga Inlet. Farming, the town�s 
main industry over the years, has declined in recent time. 
New�eld has more than 200 small businesses�stores, services, 
and cottage industries. While many residents work in Ithaca 
and Elmira, the town�s largest employer is its central school. Its 
main community is the hamlet of New�eld, an incorporated 
village between 1895 and 1925 and noted for two historical 
bridges.

1.  Leave your car behind the Town Hall at 166 Main St and 
walk up the stairs to the Covered Bridge. Built in 1853, it was 
restored in 1972 and again in 1998. �e lone survivor of three 
covered bridges in the county, it is the oldest such bridge in the 
state still in daily use. Be sure to walk through the bridge to 
look at the Town Lattice Truss structure. �e New�eld Covered 
Bridge Society was formed in 1999, and the bridge was listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places in May 2000.   �

Walk up to Main St and on your right is the New�eld Hotel 
(c.1876) at182 Main St. In 1910 President �eodore Roosevelt 
addressed a large crowd from the balcony (at the time 

extending across much of the 
building). Remembered as a truly 
momentous occasion in New�eld, 
the speech provided words of 
encouragement for local farmers. 
�e building currently houses 
apartments. Continue on Main St, 
past the Masonic Temple, to the  

 New�eld Public Library at 194 
Main St (open 2�8 p.m., Mon��urs, 

and 10 am�2 p.m., Sat). Built after the 1875 �re that destroyed 
the community�s center, the library is typical of the Italianate 
style. �e New�eld Historical Society on the second �oor is 
open by appointment. Call 607-564-3594.  

Cross Main St and 
walk up Sha�er Rd to 
the Presbyterian 
Meeting House at 
#10. Built in 1832, this 
Greek Revival style 
building was the First 
Presbyterian Church of 
New�eld. It is the only 
original church edi�ce 
remaining in the 

hamlet. After 1910, it was used as the Odd Fellows Lodge and for 
community a�airs. In 1984 it was turned into �ve apartments, 

known as South Street Lodge.

Return to Main St and turn right. Above 
you among the trees at 167 Main St is 
Cook House , an excellent example 
of classical Italianate style. It was built 
c.1870 by Dr. Christopher Columbus 
Cook, a longtime New�eld physician 

Cli�side 

State Forest

Connecticut Hill

State Wildlife 

Management Area

Arnot

Teaching and 

Research Forest

New�eld

State Forest

Carter Creek

96

13

34

Se
br

ing R
d

B
en

ja
m

in
 H

i l
l  

R
d

 

Sha�er  Rd

Van Kirk   Rd

B u l l  H i l l  R d

I r i s h  H

i l l
 R

d

Ba
rn

es
 H

i l
l  

R
d

W
es t  D

a n
b

y  R
d

Sh
a�

er R
d

Carter Creek Rd

Van Bu
sk

ir
k

Gulf Rd

Trum
bu l l s  C

o
rn

er R
d

V
an

 K
ir

k  
 R

d

P i p
e r

 R
d

Sm
i t h  Rd

N e w � e l d  D e p o t  R d

M i l l a r d  H i l l  R d

M i l l a r d  H i l l  R d

B o y l a n d  R
d

C
o

n
n

ecticu
t H

ill  R
d

Cha�e e  Cre ek  Rd

J a c k s o
n  H

o l l o
w

 R
d

who �rst came to town on horseback, just after his graduation 
in the 1840s from medical college in Geneva NY. �e house  
is a B&B today. Further along across Main St and beyond the 
Town Hall are the ruins of the Upper Mill, built c.1830. �e 
New�eld Flouring Mills, using this mill and the Lower Feed 
Mill, produced 2,500 bushels of merchant �our and about 
40,000 bushels of custom �our in an average year. �is mill 
burned in 1918. Ruins of the lower mill can be seen on 
New�eld Depot Rd.

2.  Bank Street Cemetery � �e oldest cemetery in the town 
with about 550 marked graves, it contains the graves of 
Revolutionary War and Civil War veterans, including Capt. 
Joseph Gregg, who led a bayonet charge on Culp�s Hill at the 
Battle of Gettysburg.

3.  King Bowstring Arch Bridge � At 222 Main St and dating 
from the 1870s, this bridge is one of the earliest prefabricated 
bridges installed in the county. Designed by Ohio industrialist 
Zenas King, it was restored in 2003 and is used as a pedestrian 
bridge. Adjacent is a town park, �nanced by local grants and 
donations.  �  Across the street and to the east at #211 is �e 
Gables, built in 1858�1859. It is an outstanding example of 
Carpenter Gothic style, complete with elaborate �nials and a 
heavily decorated porch. �e Gables teahouse operated here 
in the 1920s and 1930s, when the price for a special Sunday 
dinner was $1.25. �e building has been converted into 
apartments.

4.  Kelloggs Corners School House � Located today on the 
grounds of New�eld Central School, this building was moved 

in 1992 from its original site at 
the corner of Kelloggs 
Corners and Van Kirk Rds. 
Completed in 1887, it is one of 
the few remaining one-room 
schoolhouses in the town and 
still has old desks and 
blackboards along the walls. 
After renovations are 
completed, the building will 
provide the historical setting 
for elementary school 

students to learn about early schools and schooling.  �

5.  Trumbulls Corners 
Community Church � �e 
First Christian Church was 
organized in Trumbulls 
Corners in 1854, and the 
building was erected in 1858. 
In 1946, after the nearby 
Methodist Church was 
destroyed by �re, the two 
congregations combined to 
form this community church.
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