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FACT SHEET 

· The ugly truth about our plastic bag addiction is that society’s consumption rate is now estimated at well over 500 billion plastic bags annually, or almost 1 million per minute.
· According to The Wall Street Journal, the U.S. alone goes through 100 billion plastic shopping bags annually. (An estimated 12 million barrels of oil is required to make that many plastic bags!)

· The production of plastic bags requires petroleum and often natural gas, both non-renewable resources that increase our dependency on foreign suppliers.  The energy needed to manufacture and transport disposable bags eats up more resources and creates global warming emissions.

· An estimated 8 billion pounds of plastic bags enter the waste stream every year.  As litter, they breakdown into tiny bits, contaminating our soil and water and posing threats to animal and marine life.
· Annual cost to U.S. retailers alone is estimated at $4 billion. When retailers give away free bags, their costs are passed on to consumers in the form of higher prices.  (According to The Wall Street Journal, Target, the second-largest retailer in the U.S., purchases 1.8 billion bags a year.)
But, I recycle my plastic bags!

· Plastic bags have proved that breaking up is, indeed, hard to do: In a landfill, these single-use bags will take up to 1,000 years to degrade.

· It is estimated that only 3 percent of plastic bags are recycled!

· The average family accumulates 60 plastic bags in only four trips to the grocery store.  Count how many plastic bags you have stored at home right now, you’ll probably be surprised!
But, I use paper bags!

· It takes more than four times as much energy to manufacture a paper bag as it does to manufacture a plastic bag. (Film and Bag Federation, Society of the Plastics Industry)
· To transform virgin timber into paper, manufacturers consumer more fresh water htan any other industry on the planet, and in return emit significant quantities of dioxin and other hazardous materials. (Environmental Protection Agency)
· In 1999, 14 million trees were cut to produce the 10 billion paper grocery bags used by Americans.












	The EMC is a citizen board that advises the County Legislature on matters relating to the environment
and does not necessarily express the views of the Tompkins County Legislature.



_990016212.doc
[image: image1.png]






_990355878.doc
[image: image1.png]






