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Earth Day

Submitted by Kenny Christianson

Earth Day on April 23 at the Farmer's Market was a resounding success. The Energy Committee provided displays on our Local Action Plan to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions, and on the Sample Municipal Wind Ordinance.  The EMC sold over a dozen bags and baskets! 
Website Committee

Submitted by Keith Epstein

Thank you to all the EMC members who have submitted their bios to the website committee.  We are working on formatting, and the new members page will be online soon.  Our next project is to create pages for each committee, but we need help from the committee chairs.  Templates for the content were sent to committee chairs last month, and we have not received any responses.  So, committee chairs please submit some details about what your committee is working on this year so we can post the information on our website.

Energy Committee

Submitted by Kenny Christianson

The Energy Committee met on April 10.  Dan Kwasnowski, the Environmental Planner for the Town of Dryden, discussed his attempts at introducing a Renewable Energy Conversion System ordinance in Dryden.  Due to perceived opposition, the plan will exclude utility-scale wind for now, and will focus on procedures for residential renewable energy systems.  In both the Towns of Dryden and Ithaca lately, residents have faced resistance from planning and zoning boards when attempting to use their own property for renewable energy systems.  The Energy Committee will continue to explore this issue, and to offer support when necessary. Due to the busy schedules of members this month, the Energy Committee will not meet in May.  The next meeting will be on Monday, June 12 at 4:00 p.m. in the Old Jail small conference room. Enjoy the spring!

No Committee Report Submitted

Air Quality

Environmental Review

Invasive Species

UNAs and Green Corridors

Town of Ithaca Municipal Report
Submitted by Larry Sallinger
The Town of Ithaca Conservation Board has been working on a scenic resources inventory for the past several years.  The inventory, when completed, will be available to Town policy- and decision-makers as a tool to assist in the identification and protection of scenic resources throughout the community.  The Conservation Board’s Scenic Resources Committee has identified, visited, photographed and evaluated over 30 sites.  Each site is being ranked using a number of criteria and, once approved by the CB, the inventory and comments will go to the Planning and Town Boards. 

The winner of the Town of Ithaca 2005 Richard B. Fischer Environmental Conservation Award is The Paleontological Research Institution in recognition of the environmentally conscious and conservation minded design of its Museum of the Earth, a major cultural facility in the Town of Ithaca.  The Fischer Award is given annually to a person or organization that has made a significant contribution to conservation and the environment in the Town.  Nominations for the award are solicited at the end of each year and are not limited to residents of the Town, although the nominee’s activities must have a direct favorable benefit to the Town.

The Town Conservation Board is currently one member short of the nine voting members that made up a full board.  Any Town of Ithaca resident interested in serving on the Conservation Board should contact Susan Ritter, Assistant Director of Planning (273-1747 ext. 127).

Upcoming EMC meetings!

May 10th at 7:00pm

June 14th and July 12th
At the Transit Center

Members:  Remember to notify the Chair if you will be absent!

Steve Nicholson, 539-6923 or scnfish@clarityconnect.com



























