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Coordinator’s Report

Submitted by Heather Filiberto
I’d like to send a warm welcome to the EMC’s new County Legislature liaison, Jim Dennis. Jim began his first term on the Legislature in January representing the towns of Ulysses and Enfield. He is Chair of the Personnel Committee and sits on the Planning, Development and Environmental Quality Committee, and the Library Committee. 

At the January EMC meeting we prioritized projects and established the following committees for 2006: Earthday, Energy, Environmental Review, Invasive Species, Burning, UNA/Green Corridors, and Website. All EMC members are required to participate on a committee. If you haven’t yet joined one, contact Kathy Wilsea at kwilsea@tompkins-co.org or 274-5560 to sign up.

I am putting the finishing touches on the 2005 EMC Annual Report and plan to distribute it at

the next meeting (copies to non-members will follow shortly thereafter). It was an impressive year for the EMC with lots of activity. The bag-less shopping campaign, open burning ban, a new website, and distribution of a model large-scale wind tower ordinance top the list of major accomplishments. Congratulations to all of you for your dedication and hard work.

Just a friendly reminder that the goal of the EMC News is to keep members updated on current events and to allow more time for guest speakers and discussion at the regular EMC meetings. In the News, Committee chairs should submit committee reports each month. Municipal representatives update us on projects in their towns/villages.  In addition, everyone is always welcome to submit other items of interest for inclusion in the News. The EMC News not only reaches EMC members, but also local elected officials and other interested parties. It’s a great way to keep everyone informed.




Energy Committee

Submitted by Kenny Christianson
The Energy Committee had its first meeting of the year on January 9.  We met with Beth Ellen Clark Joseph of the Tompkins Renewable Energy Education Alliance and Gay Nicholson from Cornell Cooperative Extension's EnergySmart program.

Some highlights from the meeting:

· In the absence of any volunteers, Kenny Christianson was selected yet again as chair of the Energy Committee. 

· The Public Library solar panels have had data transmission problems for a good part of the year. 

· The County is continuing to implement its $2 million energy efficiency plan with Johnson Controls, as laid out in our Cities for Climate Protection Campaign Local Action Plan approved in 2003. 

· Planning is underway for Earth Day festivities in April.  Joey Gates of the Center for Environmental Sustainability has been taking the lead. 

· Peter Harriott gave a presentation lamenting that the County has already committed funds to buying wind power from Community Energy for the next five years.  We have no financial information about the company, and the funds dedicated to Community Energy purchases could have been used to help foster the local development of wind power. 

· The committee discussed goals for the year.  After developing a municipal wind ordinance last year, our primary goal for this year will be to develop and implement an energy efficiency program for County employees.  We plan to work on this with TREEA and Cornell Cooperative Extension.  We will also explore avenues for bringing a wind turbine to Tompkins County this year.  Ithaca College is the most promising host at the moment.

The next meeting of the Energy Committee will be on Monday, February 13 at 4:00 p.m. in the Old Jail Small Conference Room, 125 East Court Street.  We look forward to welcoming new members of the committee at that time.  

more News! (
Environmental Review Committee

Submitted by Steve Uzmann

ERC will hold its regular meetings on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7 PM, in the Old Jail Conference Room.  We held our first 2006 meeting on January 24th, when we reviewed maps of the airport obstruction. 
Website Committee

Submitted by Keith Epstein

The Website Committee met January 25th to begin our work for the year.  We will continue to meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 6:15 PM, in the Old Jail Conference Room.  

Burning Committee

Submitted by Dan Lamb

The first meeting has been scheduled for Monday, January 30th, 5:30 PM at the Old Jail.  No news by press time.   

No Committee Report Submitted

Earth Day

Invasive Species

UNAs and Green Corridors

Looking for Space

Submitted by Neha Khanna
For the past several years, the EMC has been using the TCAT conference room at Willow Avenue in Ithaca for its monthly meetings.  However, due to a change in TCAT policies a few months ago, we have had to move up our meeting time by half an hour.  While we remain appreciative for the use of the space, the new policy has created scheduling conflicts for some of our members and we are hoping to find an alternative space for our meetings.  

Do you know of any space that we could use on a regular basis?  Here are our requirements:

· Room capacity: approximately 40 people

· Schedule: every second Wednesday of the month; 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.  The only exception is August when the EMC does not meet at all

· Price: Free…  ( 

If you can help us out, please contact Kathy Wilsea (kwilsea@tompkins-co.org) at the Tompkins County Planning Department.  Your help will be much appreciated!! 

Wind Projects Workshop

Submitted by Kenny Christianson

Tompkins Renewable Energy Education Alliance (TREEA) presents Community-Owned Wind Projects in New York State

Kathy Moore of Integrated Environmental Data and Loren Pruskowski of Sustainable Energy Developments will discuss their efforts to create a business model for communities within NY to develop and own utility-scale wind farms.  Specifically, Loren and Kathy will discuss the work performed under the NYSERDA funded - “Pre-development Activities for Community Wind in Rural Albany County” project.  Kathy and Loren would like to invite a brainstorm on how to apply the knowledge gained from the project to other communities.

4:00pm, Wednesday, February 22, 2006

Center for Natural Sciences, Room 112 

Ithaca College

Mark your calendar!

Upcoming EMC meetings:

February 8th
March 8th
April 12th
Monthly meetings begin at 6:30 PM.

Members:  Remember to notify the Chair if you will be absent!

Steve Nicholson, 539-6923 or scnfish@clarityconnect.com




























