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Nominating Committee

Submitted by Kenny Christianson
The Nominating Committee is still soliciting nominations for three vice chair positions for 2006.  Self-nominations are welcome.  If you would like to provide a nominee, please contact one of the following committee members:

Kenny Christianson    kennyc@ithaca.edu
Dan Lamb     Dan.Lamb@mail.house.gov
John Dennis     jvd@clarityconnect.com
Thanks so much!

Coordinator’s Report
Submitted by Heather Filiberto 

Once again, we have an extremely talented, dedicated group if people serving on the EMC. Our annual membership drive is complete and I believe we have been rather successful. Five new members will be joining us in 2006:  Amy Chaffee (at-large), Emily Rochon (at-large), Jacalyn Spoon (V. Groton), Michael Miles (Enfield), and Larry Sallinger (T. Ithaca).

At our first meeting of the year we will elect three Vice Chairs, establish committees and liaison positions, and sign members up. Each EMC member has the responsibility to serve on a committee, so put on your thinking caps and help us identify projects and committees to keep you involved in 2006.

We are beginning the New Year with an orientation to familiarize new members with the EMC’s structure, purpose and responsibilities on Wednesday, January 11th at 6:00pm just prior to the EMC meeting. Steve Nicholson and I will give a short presentation and then answer questions. If anyone is interested in attending, please feel free. 



Energy Committee

Submitted by Kenny Christianson

The Energy Committee will hold its first meeting of the year on Monday, January 9 at 4:00 p.m. in the Old Jail small conference room.  We will discuss current County energy initiatives and set our goals for the new year.
Ithaca is Sunny

Submitted by Steve Nicholson
New information released by the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority this fall further confirms that Tompkins County is indeed a Solar Capital, in terms of installed photovoltaics (PV) per capita. In the last five years, 310 PV systems have been installed statewide using NYSERDA incentives. Tompkins County leads NY both in kilowatts of photovoltaics installed, at 287, and in total number of systems, at 36. This represents over $2 million in investments, and does not include the many existing off-grid systems, like mine.

Our 147 kilowatt library system was, at the time of installation, the largest on the east coast. It now ranks in the top 300 in the world.

continued  (
See you at the next EMC meeting!

January 11th at 6:30pm

The County Clerk will attend the January meeting to administer the oath of office for all new and re-appointed EMC members.

Please be prompt! 



This October, the National Tour of Solar homes featured 13 places in Tompkins County, and each had at least 70 visitors, totaling over 300 people. We even had four van loads of paying tourers.

This is a national tour, with thousands of homes involved, yet there are many states that do not have 13 homes participating, much less small counties. In New England, no other county comes close to Tompkins in the number of homes, or the number of visitors. 

New York, with the available $4-a-watt rebate, enjoys the third best PV incentive in the nation, behind California and New Jersey.

There are now four renewable energy companies working in this area, and the system installation waiting list is long and growing fast. Statewide, there are only 38 NYSERDA qualified installers.

While New York has 40% less annual solar insulation than the sunny cities of Las Vegas and San Diego, it does have 25% more than Germany, the worldwide leader in installed photovoltaic capacity.

World wide, on a per-capita basis, Luxembourg leads with 58 watts per inhabitant, with Germany at 10, Japan at 8.7, the Netherlands at 3 and Austria at 2.  In the US, Tompkins County is now at 2.9 watts, behind only Palo Alto, CA which has 4 watts.

If we were a country, Tompkins County would possibly rank 6th in the world on a per capita basis, and certainly in the top ten!




Green Building Seminar Series

The Ithaca Green Building Alliance, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Tompkins County, and Sustainable Tompkins have teamed to bring you this Green Building Seminar Series.  Meetings are Tuesdays, 7 to 9 PM, at the Human Services Building, 320 W. State St., Ithaca, unless otherwise noted.

1/10  End of Suburbia – Oil Depletion and the Collapse of the American Dream (Free film screening followed by discussion, Room 102 Textor Hall, Ithaca College)
1/17  Beauty as a Central Tenet in Building Design & Construction
1/24  The Affordable Green Home
1/31  Energy Recovery Ventilation & Other Strategies
2/7  Clean Power:  Producing Renewable Electricity
2/14  Green Remodeling
2/28  Straw Bale Design for Northern Climates

$5/seminar or $25/series

Ithaca Hours accepted – Scholarships available

Call 272-2292 to register

Visit the Calendar of Events at www.ccetompkins.org

for descriptions




























